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FOREWORD

Have you ever heard of the Khmer-
Krom people living both in Vietham
and in various diasporas around the
world?

Were you aware that the Vietnamese
government has been enforcing
assimilation policies in schools with
the purpose of acculturating Khmer-
Krom children?

Did you know that today many
Buddhist monks are persecuted by
the government of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam for their religious
beliefs?

As the world cannot keep overlooking
the grave human rights abuses
committed against minorities and
indigenous peoples, the
Unrepresented Nations and Peoples
Organization (UNPQO) has decided to
launch a series of newsletters focusing
on the Khmer-Krom. This campaign’s
purpose is to raise awareness about
the plight of the Khmer-Krom people,
whilst taking a stand against all forms
of exclusion.

Follow the campaign on social
media, every Tuesday:

#KhmerKromTuesday
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Khmer-Krom Empire, French
Colonisation and Vietnamese
Occupation: A Brief History

From the 9t to the 13t century, the ‘Khmer
Empire’ rose to prominence in continental
southeast Asia, through the conquest of
current-day Thailand and Laos. However,
the progressive decline of the Empire
following this period was marked by waves
of ‘Vietnamisation’, with the Mekong Delta
being at stake due its geostrategic location
and resources. Ever since the 1600s, the
Khmer-Krom have sought to defend their
territory against their Vietnamese and Siam
neighbours and enemies.

With this struggle reaching a peak in the
19th  century, Khmer King Ang Duong
appealed to French Emperor Napoléon llI,
who was one of his allies at the time. French
troops arrived in 1852 and, after taking
power over the Vietnamese invaders, they
colonised the area. It suddenly became
‘French Cochinchina’. French settlers used
ethnic dissension in order to enforce their
hierarchical domination, while overly
exploiting the area and its economic
resources.

In 1954, after a century of colonial rule over
the Kampuchea-Krom territory, French
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authorities arbitrarily gave this territory to
Vietnam despite Cambodian claims on the
area. Even though this status was meant to
be provisional, the 1954 Geneva
Convention officially incorporated this
territory as part of South Vietnam. Since
then, the Vietnamese State has

authoritatively ruled over the Khmer-Krom
people.
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‘KAMPUCHEA KROM
(COCHIN-CHINA)

Throughout its history, the Khmer-Krom’s
‘homeland’ has thus been infringed upon,
diminished and neglected. Kampuchea-
Krom today represents one fifth of the
whole territory of Vietnam, with the Khmer-
Krom being the majority ethnic group in the
area. However, they keep suffering from
constant intents of assimilation and
acculturation by the Vietnamese govern-
ment.
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Ongoing Human Rights Violations
Committed Against the Khmer-Krom

The long-lasting repression of the Khmer-

Krom has been driven by the || EGcNIEzING
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